


IN AN EFFECTIVE COMPARISON INFORMATION PARAGRAPH

Opening Task: Use the table below to write a comparison of Mercury to Earth. Look carefully to identify both similarities and differences. Please organize your response into a paragraph in the space provided below the table. Use your pencil and ruler to add more lines below the lines provided, if you need extra space.
Planetary Facts

	
	Approximate Diameter
	Approximate

Period of Rotation

(length of day)
	Orbital Period

(length of year in Earth days)
	Moons
	Rings?
	Magnetic Field?
	Mean Temperature (⁰C)

	Mercury
	4 900 km
	4222 hours


	88
	0
	No
	Yes
	167

	Venus
	12 100 km
	2802 hours


	224.7
	0
	No
	No
	464

	Earth
	12 800 km
	23 hours, 56 minutes
	365.25
	1
	No
	Yes
	15

	Mars
	6 800 km
	24 hours, 37 minutes
	687
	2
	No
	No
	-65

	Jupiter
	143 000 km
	9 hours, 55 minutes
	4331
	16
	Yes
	Yes
	-110

	Saturn
	120 600 km
	10 hours, 39 minutes
	10 747
	18
	Yes
	Yes
	-140

	Uranus
	51 000 km
	17 hours, 14 minutes
	30 589
	15
	Yes
	Yes
	-195

	Neptune
	49 500 km
	16 hours, 7 minutes
	59 800
	8
	Yes
	Yes
	-200


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task #2: Compare your response to this model of an effective comparison.

Mercury has many similarities and differences from Earth. Both Mercury and Earth have magnetic fields, while neither of them has rings. Mercury is similar to Earth in that they both have mean temperatures that are higher than the freezing temperature of water (0⁰C), although the mean temperature is much higher on Mercury than it is on Earth.  On the other hand, Mercury is different from Earth because it is much smaller. Mercury is only 4 900km in diameter, while  Earth is 12 800km in diameter. Earth has one moon, whereas Mercury does not have a moon.  The two planets also differ in the length of their year. Instead of the 365.25 days that we are used to on Earth for a year, Mercury takes only 88 days to orbit the Sun. Therefore, Mercury and Earth share some common characteristics and may important differences.

What makes your response a strong response?

What makes this sample a strong response?

The Answer Sandwich

The answer sandwich is one model to help you effectively organize a comparison paragraph. The components of the answer sandwich are:
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In the first sentence:

· Share a GIST statement

In the meat of the answer:

· Provide evidence

· Use transition words or phrases

In the closing sentence:

· Wraps up paragraph in a creative way. Usually refers back to the gist statement.
	Compare and Contrast Transition Words

	Similarities
	Differences

	alike
	same as
	different from
	however

	like
	likewise
	in contrast
	on the other hand

	similarly
	similar to
	unlike
	despite

	both
	resembles
	but
	whereas

	
	
	yet
	while

	
	
	instead 
	although


Sample Compare and Contrast Graphic Organizer
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Task #3: Analyze how the answer sandwich model, transition words, and the graphic organizer were all used to create an effective comparison paragraph.
Step 1: Highlight the gist statement using a pink or orange highlighter.

Step 2: Highlight the transition words using a yellow highlighter.

Step 3: Highlight the gist statement using a blue highlighter.

Step 4: Highlight the concluding statement using a green highlighter.


Mercury has many similarities and differences from Earth. Both Mercury and Earth have magnetic fields, while neither of them has rings. Mercury is similar to Earth in that they both have mean temperatures that are higher than the freezing temperature of water (0⁰C), although the mean temperature is much higher on Mercury than it is on Earth.  On the other hand, Mercury is different from Earth because it is much smaller. Mercury is only 4 900km in diameter, while  Earth is 12 800km in diameter. Earth has one moon, whereas Mercury does not have a moon.  The two planets also differ in the length of their year. Instead of the 365.25 days that we are used to on Earth for a year, Mercury takes only 88 days to orbit the Sun. Therefore, Mercury and Earth share some common characteristics and may important differences.
Consider: 

How was the graphic organizer used to identify the similarities and differences and then organize them into a paragraph?
Task #4: Choose a new planet to compare to Earth. Use the answer sandwich model and graphic organizer provided to help you construct an effective comparison paragraph.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer sandwich checklist:

· Did I start with a gist statement?
· Did I provide sufficient evidence?

· Did I use transition words or phrases?

· Did I include a concluding statement?

Compare and Contrast Graphic Organizer
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