Summative Assessment of a Communication Response


As you read through the enabling lessons of this section you will see that the students will complete three communication responses. Each of them provides an opportunity to give each student personalized, descriptive feedback to help them improve. Once the students have had their responses, the checklist, and the feedback returned to them, they can rewrite an improved response using your suggestions. During this time you may wish to conference with those students who struggled significantly with their response. 


Have the responses submitted a second time. At this point you may wish to conference with each student briefly to discuss their final product, or you may wish to scan them to identify students that require further assistance or strategies.


As a summative assessment, the students are required to write a response without the luxury of the model text at their side. Encourage the students to use the classroom word wall as a reminder of the scientific terms they should use. For the summative response question you may wish to reuse a question from the communication workshops:

Explain how Earth moves on its axis.

Explain the movement of the Earth around the Sun.

Explain the day/night cycle experienced on Earth.

Explain what causes the Earth to experience summer temperatures.

Explain what causes the Earth to experience winter temperatures.

 You may wish to use a new question, such as:

Explain what causes the phases of the moon to change.

Explain what causes a solar eclipse.

Explain what causes tides in the oceans.

You may wish to include these as part of a test, or assign three and have the students choose two to complete for assessment. Please note that once students know what you are looking for and how to organize their response they will often take 30-40 minutes to complete each response. As teachers we tend to want to assess all of the content; however, the focus here is on the skill of writing an effective communication response. Hopefully this skill they will take with them when the content has long left their minds.
